Frequently Asked Questions:

Sister Parish Delegation 2014 – St. Joan of Arc to Tierra Nueva Dos in Guatemala

Q: What is St. Joan of Arc’s Sister Parish relationship all about?

A: For 19 years, St. Joan of Arc has had a Sister Parish relationship with the Church of Our Lady of Guadalupe in the community of Tierra Nueva Dos outside of Guatemala City.  This relationship – our ‘hermanamiento’ – has been an incredibly rich experience of solidarity and love for both of our parishes. In our relationship, our faith is strengthened, our awareness of the oneness of all people is renewed, and our commitment to justice is rekindled. 

The cornerstone of our relationship is delegation travel, and we are thrilled that you are interested in this life-changing experience. Every year, a delegation travels from SJA to TNII or from TNII to visit us here at SJA. This time of deep sharing is the foundation for our relationship. Between visits, our Sister Parish committee meets regularly and maintains communication with our family in TNII.  Also, we partner in several projects in the community, including scholarships to youth and support of the Women United for Development, the women’s committee of TNII.

Q: When is the 2014 Sister Parish delegation trip to Guatemala?

A: August 1 – 11, 2014

Q: Where will the delegation go?

A: Much of the time is spent visiting the community and staying with host families in the community of Tierra Nueva Dos. In addition, several days are dedicated to traveling as a group outside of TNII to other parts of Guatemala. The Sister Parish hostel in Guatemala City is the home base for delegations at the beginning and end of the trip.
We visit many organizations working for justice and peace, and we spend much of our time in TNII, in meetings, worship and celebration together. A staff person from Sister Parish, Inc. will accompany us in Guatemala, and we are usually joined by community members as well. A sample schedule from a previous delegation is attached. We seek to share our lives, our faith and all the joys and challenges that come with the journey! 

Q: How much will the trip cost?

A: The cost to Sister Parish (which covers room & board, trip expenses and staff support) is $1075 per person.  The cost of round-trip airfare is determined at the time of booking but usually runs between $700 - $900.  You may want to bring a little extra money for souvenirs or incidentals.

Q: Is financial support available?

A: Yes. A limited number of SJA travel scholarships are available to help defray travel expenses for those with financial need.  The per-person travel scholarship amount is between $500 and $1000, depending on need. To be considered for a scholarship, please complete an application form and submit it by February 15. The SJA travel scholarship sub-committee will consider applications and notify applicants of approval by February 25.
Q: When is the deadline for signing up for the delegation?

A: Submit an application and a $100 non-refundable deposit to Rick Nelson by March 1, 2014.
Q: Must I be able to speak Spanish?

A: No.  A Sister Parish staff member provides interpretation support. However, knowing some Spanish will enrich your visit. 

Q: What is the size of a delegation?

A: Generally, 8 to 10 delegates travel to Guatemala (with a Sister Parish staff member).

Q: Are youth able to attend?

A: While the trip may be unsuitable for young children, we encourage teens to take part in a delegation if accompanied by a parent, guardian or close family member. It is an enriching and often life-changing experience.  

Q: How do I prepare for the delegation?

A: A series of orientation meetings will take place in the months prior to the trip.  These sessions cover Guatemala history and culture, health, safety, and spiritual and personal sharing. Because this grounding is essential to the success of the delegation, it is vital that delegates commit to taking part in these sessions. 
Q: What about safety in Guatemala?
A: Safety and security concerns are valid and will be openly talked about.  One of the benefits of having Sister Parish staff in-country is that they are up to date and know Guatemala and Tierra Nueva Dos well.  All possible precautions (no night travel, private transportation, etc.) are taken, and an in-country orientation is conducted with the delegation that includes safety recommendations. Also, the members of Tierra Nueva Dos take the delegates’ safety and comfort very seriously as your hosts. 
Q: How can I learn more about Sister Parish?

A: Check out these websites:

· St. Joan of Arc Sister Parish: www.stjoan.com (click on Peace & Justice)

· Sister Parish Inc. *: www.sisterparish.org
* Sister Parish, Inc. is the national organization that helps develop and maintain Sister Parish relationships between Northern and Southern hemisphere faith communities. Sister Parish, Inc. is based in Guatemala City.

Q: Who can I contact if I have questions?

A: Send an email to sisterparish@stjoan.com.
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